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ALGERIA (AL-JAZA’IR) 

The central portion of the Maghreb (Magrib), corresponding to modern Algeria, was conquered by the 
caliphate in the second half of the 7 th century. The Berber tribes in the area rapidly converted to Islam, but their 
treatment as second-class Muslims made them particularly susceptible to the agitation of anti-Sunni movements. 
In 761 the HarijI Rustamids established an independent regime at Tiaret (Tahart) in rebellion against the Sunni 
'Abbasid caliphs. In competition with the Shia Idrlsids to the west and the Sunni Aglabids to the east, the 
Rustamids maintained themselves with the support of the Spanish Umayyads, but were ultimately overthrown 
by the Fatimids of Ifriqiyah in 909. When the Fatimids transferred their capital to Cairo (al-Qahirah) in 971, 
they left their western possessions under the management of their Sanhajah Berber Zlrid lieutenants. 

The Zlrids of Tunisia largely succeeded in curbing the independence of other Berber tribes, but in 1015 the 
Zlrid governor of what is now eastern Algeria declared his independence, setting up the Hammadid Dynasty at 
Qal'at Ban! Hammad. This line of rulers successfully defended itself against attempts at reassertion of Zlrid 
authority, and at first weathered the arrival of the Arab Bedouin tribes set loose on the region by the Fatimids of 
Egypt in 1051. Eventually, however, Hammadid rule was confined to a small area around Bejai'a (Bijayah, then 
called al-Nasiriyyah) on the coast by 1090. Weakened by the Bedouin expansion and a Genoese raid on Bejai'a 
(1136), the Fdammadids were easily overcome by the Almohads in 1152. 

Meanwhile Tlemcen (Tilimsan) in northwestern Algeria had become the center of a regional kingdom, first 
ruled by a sister-branch of the Idrisids of Morocco, then by a branch of the Magrawah Berber dynasty. In 1080 
this kingdom was conquered by the Almoravids, who were followed by the Almohads in 1143. Almohad rule 
continued until 1236, when the vassal Zanatah Berber tribe of the Zayyanids (or 'Abd-al-Wadids) rebelled and 
seized Tlemcen (Tilimsan) in western Algeria. The new dynasty survived two periods of Marinid occupation 
from Morocco and repeated Hafsid aggression from Tunisia. Shortly after a Spanish occupation in 1543 and a 
Moroccan one in 1551, the Zayyanid dynasty succumbed to the Ottoman Turks, who had established themselves 
at Algiers (al-Jaza’ir) in 1516 and had helped the Zayyanids expel the Spanish. 

The territory of Algeria was placed under the authority of Ottoman-appointed pa$as, assisted by subordinate 
officials who actually wielded more authority by virtue of their connection with the local military establishment. 
After 1671, one of these officials, the dayi, had effective control over the provincial government, and from 1710 
the dayi was also granted the office of pa§a. The relatively autonomous regency of Algiers formed the 
westernmost portion of the Ottoman state and served as a base for piracy against the Christian coasts of the 
western Mediterranean until the 19 th century. Ottoman decline and the continued advances of western naval 
technology eventually resulted in the conquest of Algeria by France in 1830. First a colony, then an integral part 
of France, Algeria remained a French possession until the success of a nationalist movement in 1962, which 
established an independent Algerian republic. 


Rustamid Dynasty 
761—788 
788—824 
824—872 
872-874 
874-894 

894- 895 

895- 899 

899-907 

907 
907-909 
909—911 

Mikndsah Dynasty 
911-924 
924-931 


Rulers at Tiaret (Tahart) in western/central Algeria 

'Abd-al-Rahman ... son of Rustam b. Bahrain; HarijI imam at Tiaret 

'Abd-al-Wahhab ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman 

Aflah (Abu Said) ... son of'Abd-al-Wahhab 

Abu-Bakr ... son of Aflah; abdicated 

Muhammad (Abu al-Yaqzan) ... son of Aflah 

Yusuf (Abu Hatim) ... son of Muhammad; deposed 

Ya'qub ... son of Aflah 

Yusuf (Abu Hatim) ... restored 

Ya'qub ... restored 

al-Yaqzan ... son of Muhammad 

(to the Fatimids) 

Masalah ... son of FJabbus al-MiknasI; Fatimid vassal 
Yasal ... brother of Masalah 
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93 1 —93 3 Humayd ... son of Yasal 

(to the Fatimids 933; authority delegated to the Zirids 972) 

Rulers at Agadir or Tlemcen (Tilimsan) in northwestern Algeria 

Banil Sulayman Dynasty 

791—813 Sulayman ... son of'Abd-Allah; Idrisid vassal (brother of Idris I of Idrisid Morocco) 

813—828: Muhammad ... son of Sulayman 

:87a: Idris ... son of Muhammad 

Ahmad ... son of Idris 
1—903 'Isa (Abu al-'Ays) ... son of Idris 
903—931 Hasan ... son of'Isa; deposed 
931 —1002 (to the Fatimids 931; authority delegated to the Zirids 972) 

Magrdwah Dynasty 

1002—? Ya'la ... son ofMuhammad IV of Magrawah Fas (Morocco) 

Anonymns ... son of Ya'la 
: 1054—1058: Bahti... son of Anonymus 

?—1080 al-'Abbas ... son ofBahtl; deposed, died 1080 

(to the Almoravids 1080; to the Almohads 1145 ') 

Rulers at Qal'at Bani Hammad and Bejai'a (Bijayah) in eastern/central Algeria 

Hammadid Dynasty 

1015 — 1028 Hammad ... son of Yusuf Buluggin of Zirid Tunisia; governor since 1005; independent 1015 

1028—1054 al-Qa’id ... son of Hammad 
1054—1055 Muhsin ... son of al-Qa’id 

1055 — 1062 Buluggin ... son ofMuhammad, son of Hammad 

1062—1088 al-Nasir ... son of'Alannas, son of Hammad 
1088—1105 al-Mansur ... son of al-Nasir 

1105 Badis ... son of al-Mansur 
1105 —1121 al-' Aziz ... son of al-Mansur 

1121 —1152 Yahya ... son of al-'Aziz; deposed, died 1162 

(to the Almohads 1152) 

Rulers at Tlemcen (Tilimsan) in northwestern Algeria 

Zayyanid ('Abd-al-Wadid) Dynasty 

1236—1283 Yagmurasan 2 (Abu Yahya) ... son of Zayyan b. Tabit b. Muhammad; Almohad vassal; 

independent emir 1240; Hafsid vassal 1242 
1283 — 1304 'Utman I (Abu Sadd) ... son of Yagmurasan; independent emir c. 1301 

1304—1308 Muhammad I (Abu Zayyan) ... son of c Utman I 
1308—1318 Musa I (Abu Hammu) ... son of'Utman I 

— Muhammad ... son ofYusuf, son of Yagmurasan; rival 1316—1319 
1318—1337 r Abd-al-Rahman I (Abu Tasufln) ... son of Musa I 
1337—1348 (to the Marinids s) 

1 Almohad governors included the Almohad princes Abu Hafs 'Umar b. 'Abd-al-Mu’min (1141); Abu 'Imran 
Musa b. Yusuf I (1161); Abu al-Hasan 'All b. 'Umar (1185); Abu Sa'id 'Utman b. Ya'qub (1227). 

2 The name is better rendered Yagamrasan. He was preceded as tribal chieftain by his cousin Jabir b. Yusuf b. 
Muhammad (c. 1230—1232), Jabir’s son al-Hasan (who abdicated, 1232), Jabir’s brother 'Utman (who was 
deposed, 1234), and Yagmurasan’s older brother Zaydan (Abu 'Uzzah). 
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1348-1351 

& 1348—1351 
1351—1359 
1359-1370 

1359 

1359- 1360 

1360 

1360— 1370 

1370- 1371 
1371 

1371- 1383 
1383 

1383-1387 

1387— 1388 

1388— 1389 

1389— 1393 
1393 
1393 

1393 - 1394 

1394- 1399 
I 399 -I 4 °I 
1401—1411 

1411 
1411 
1411 —1414 
1414—1418 
1418—1430 
I 43 °-I 43 I 
1431—1461 

1461—1468 


1468 
1468—1505 
IS05-I5I7 
1517 
1517 
1517-1518 


'Utman II (Abu Sa'id) ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman (Abu Zayd), son of Yahya (Abu 
Zakariyya’), son of Yagmurasan; deposed, died 1351 
al-Za'im (Abu Tabit) ... brother of'Utman II; deposed, died 1351 
(to the Marinids) 

Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... son of Yusuf (Abu Ya'qub), brother of al-Za'im; deposed 
(to the Marinids) 

Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... restored; deposed 

Muhammad II (Abu Zayyan) ... son of'Utman, son of 'Abd-al-Rahman I; Marinid vassal; 
deposed; rival 1364 

Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... restored; deposed 

— Muhammad (Abu Zayyan) ... son of'Utman II; rival 1361, at Algiers 1366—1378; died 1379: 
(to the Marinids) 

Ibrahim ... son of'Abd-al-Rahman I; Marinid vassal; deposed 
Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... restored; deposed 
(to the Marinids) 

Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... restored; deposed 
'Abd-al-Rahman II (Abu Tasufln) ... son of Musa II; deposed 
Musa II (Abu Hammu) ... restored; deposed, died 1389 
'Abd-al-Rahman II (Abu Tasufln) ... restored; Marinid vassal 
Yusuf I (Abu Tabit) ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman II 
Yusuf II (Abu al-Hajjaj) ... son of Musa II; deposed, died 1394 
(to the Marinids) 

Muhammad III (Abu Zayyan) ... son of Musa II; rival 1390; deposed, died 1403 
'Abd-Allah I (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Musa II; deposed, died 1401 
Muhammad IV (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Watiq ... son of Musa II 
'Abd-al-Rahman III (Abu Tasufln) ... son of Muhammad IV; deposed 
al-Sa'id ... son of Musa II; deposed, died 141 1 
'Abd-al-Wahid (Abu Malik) ... son of Musa II; deposed 

Muhammad V (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of'Abd-al-Rahman II; Hafsid vassal; deposed 
'Abd-al-Wahid (Abu Malik) ... restored; deposed, died 1430 
Muhammad V (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... restored; deposed, died 1431 
Ahmad I (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of Musa II; deposed, died 1463 

— Abu Yahya 4 ... son of Musa II; rival 1435—1448; deposed, died 1451 

Muhammad VI (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mutawakkil ... son of Muhammad (Abu Zayyan), son 
of Yusuf I; Hafsid vassal 1467 5 

— Zayyan (Abu Jamil) ... son of'Abd-al-Wahid; rival 1466—1467 
'Abd-al-Rahman IV (Abu Tasufln) ... son of Muhammad VI; deposed 
Muhammad VII (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Tabiti ... son of Muhammad VI 6 
Muhammad VIII (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of Muhammad VII; Spanish vassal 1511 
Musa III (Abu Hammu) ... son of Muhammad VI; deposed 

Abu Zayyan 7 ... son of Muhammad VII; Ottoman vassal; deposed, died 1517 
(to the Ottoman Empire) 


J Abu 'Inan Faris, son of the Marinid sultan Abu al-Hasan 'All, served as Marinid governor. 

4 The first name was probably Zakariyya’. 

5 The death of Muhammad VI is sometimes given, perhaps erroneously, as 1470, 1471, or 1475. 

6 The death of Muhammad VII is sometimes given, perhaps erroneously, as 1508. 

7 The first name is given as either Ahmad or Muhammad. 
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1518—1518 
1518—1540 
1540 
1540-1543 
1543 
1543-1550 

1550-1554 


Musa III (Abu Hammu) ... restored; Spanish vassal 

'Abd-Allah II (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Muhammad VI; de facto independent 
Muhammad IX (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of 'Abd-Allah II; deposed 
Ahmad III (Abu Zayyan) ... son of c Abd-Allah II; deposed 

Muhammad IX (Abu r Abd-Allah) ... restored; Spanish vassal; deposed, died 1543 
Ahmad III (Abu Zayyan) ... restored; Ottoman vassal 

al-Hasan ... son of r Abd-Allah II; Moroccan vassal 1551; Ottoman vassal 1551; deposed, 
died 1556 

(to the Ottoman Empire 1554; to France 1830; independent republic 1961) 



